

Activity Type and Name: Science: How does rain happen?
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(Picture of the experiment being conducted)

EEC Guidelines:

Inquiry skills:
1. Ask and seek out answers to questions about objects and events with the assistance of interested adults.
· Conduct simple investigations, with guidance about what to look for or compare (e.g., a leaf hunt using samples of leaves to find others that are the same shape/color).
· Answer “what if” type questions (e.g., what will happen if materials are mixed together?).
· Ask questions about materials and the environment (e.g., “Why is it wet?”).
· Work in small groups of 2 or 3 children on a common goal (e.g., look for a specific object in the classroom or yard and explore it together).

2. Make predictions about changes in materials or objects based on past experience.

· Predict “what will happen if. . .”
· Test predictions through concrete experiences to confirm or refute them
· discuss reasons why predictions were correct or incorrect

Earth and Space Science:
        7. Identify the characteristics of local weather based on first-hand observations.
· Observe characteristics of clouds and make representations using shaving cream

1. Developmental Outcomes/Objectives: Whole child (list cognitive, social/emotional, physical). What will children learn/do? Content: What are you trying to teach (information)? 

Social/emotional: This is an experiment that can be conducted individually or with the whole group. A lot of questions arise during this exploration. Children need to communicate with teachers and peers to find out the answers to their questions.
Cognitive: The children will have a firm grasp on how rain happens. They will understand that when clouds fill up with moisture they need to release it in the form of precipitation. They will understand the term “precipitation”.
Physical: The children will be using their fine motor skills, when squeezing drops of food coloring into the “clouds”. 

2. Materials:
· Small, clear, plastic cups (or one large glass jar)
· Food coloring
· Water
· Shaving cream

[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Procedure: 
1. Fill the containers halfway with water
2. Fill the rest of the container with shaving cream
3. Instruct the children to add 5-10 droplets of food coloring on top of the shaving cream
4. Now you wait and see what happens. (After a couple of minutes, depending on how much food coloring was put in, you can see the color come through the “clouds” into the water.)
5. You explain to the children that rain happens when the clouds become too full of water. The clouds have to release the water into the sky in rain or snow.
6. After the science aspect has been observed, the children can play with their containers. 

4. Give at least one reason why you think this activity will be engaging for young children: This is a very interactive and cool way to show how rain works. The children like the anticipation. 

5. Accommodation suggestion to make the activity more inclusive: 
            As I discussed before the children can all look at one model or have their own jar. Having their own jar extends the exploration and kids who enjoy sensory play, can explore it with their hands (or with a spoon if they don’t like to touch it with their hands).

6. Evaluation/Notes: What worked well? What aspects of the activity would you change? Recommendations: 
              This activity has been a success for me for three years. It’s a very basic, concrete way to teach the science behind rain. 

7. What did you learn from the children while implementing this activity?
             The children learned about rain. How does rain fall from the sky? Why does rain happen?
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